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Writer-responsible and reader-friendly academic writing:
Effective use of cohesive and coherent devices

By Yifan Geng
Fall 2017
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1 Retrieved on 14 Nov 2017 fromhttp://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_4d162b66010008d8.html
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B, BATEHREIGESEP RN EEME: cohesion F1 coherence.
FATTHIAR R RAE T P #RTE connection of ideas.

AT AN RAE T

Cohesion & connection of ideas at sentence level.

Coherence 1§ connection of ideas at discourse semantic level (to put it simply, you
can understand it as grouping of interrelated topics/meanings).

AT L A fa] B ok EE 2D BN I

Example 1: My favorite class is English Writing. | like it because it is useful. In this
class, | have learned the essential English writing principles and practiced my writing
skills. For this reason, | would say my favorite class is English Writing. (Example made
up by the author of this article)
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English Writing class = it = useful = this class - learned the writing principles and
practiced writing skills - English Writing class
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Example 2: My favorite class is English Writing. This class is held at many universities.
UIBE is one of them. It is a university based in Beijing and is known for its economy
and business related programs. (Example made by the author of this article)
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English Writing class = this class[] universities - one of them (UIBE) - it >
university
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Example 3: My favorite class is English Writing. | am a freshman. | go to the gym
every weekend?. (Example made up by the author of this article)
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1. Consistent pronouns (e.g. it, this in ex. 1)
2. Repetition of key nouns/concepts (e.g. class in ex. 1; university in ex. 2)

3. Transition signals (e.g. a series of common signposting connectors such as
therefore, however, in addition to etc.)

PLAE, FATTF RIS 25N A RAESCHINZE: cohesion and coherence in English
writing. Cohesion simply refers to connection of ideas at sentence level. To judge
whether an author has achieved cohesion in a piece of writing, you can look for
whether this author has effectively used the three major types of cohesive devices,
that is, consistent pronouns, repetition of key nouns/concepts, and transition signals.

Coherence refers to connection of ideas at discourse semantics level. To judge
whether an author has achieved coherence in a piece of writing, you can look for
answers to these questions:

2pictures that were used to represent English Writing class, a freshman, and gym are retrieved on 15 Nov 2017,
respectively, from
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&qg=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiWm8
-SsL_ XAhVNwmMKHaA2CLwQjhwIBQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wikihow.com%2FAce-English-
Class&psig=A0vVaw3iW7hsCXKuBjU VqCoNJyc&ust=1510793938437933,
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjos8ey
sL_XAhVD2WMKHSfgAyYQjhwIBQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Funkadmissions.blogspot.com%2F2015%2F06%2Fhow-to-
spot-freshman.html&psig=A0OvVaw1lsmIRIw9svEbU1yAl85afv&ust=1510794006594274,
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&qg=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-
kO3nsb XAhVU4WMKHf4gATgQjhwIBQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scandichotels.com%2Fhotels%2Fsweden%2F
stockholm%2Fscandic-continental%2Fgym-
health&psig=A0vVawO0IlY1vx7PINUCVMyNtK49Jf&ust=1510794331520526.
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Are all the ideas in this paragraph on the topic?
Does each idea flow logically and smoothly into the next one?



